INTRODUCTION

isolation, I believe I have arrived at novel explanations, and the
main object of this book is to explain a process of evolution.

I am sure of having proceeded without any ulterior motive and
with the sole aim of setting forth the nature and sequence of those
facts which seem to me to have governed the evolution of the
French people. I do not deny that I have experienced those
impressions of sympathy or repulsion inevitably aroused by the
spectacle of human actions; but I am sufficiently aware of my
sentiments not to allow them to distort my judgment either of the
character of the facts or of their importance.

Since I have always made it my rule to say frankly what I think
about the past, by presenting it as I interpret it, I have sometimes
had the experience of rinding myself in contradiction with that
version of the history of France that has been adopted as part of
the French educational system. I am therefore prepared for the
charges of presumption and of arriving at my conclusions without
due consideration; but one reproach I am certain I have not
merited - that of having wilfully strained after paradox.